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LT. MATSUNAGA EXPLAINS WHY
AJA SOLDIERS DYING FOR U.S.

An auxiiary driving force which
#purred the members of the 100th

napepe ual, Hawall when he re-
turned from the Itallan theater
after g bwlce

being wounded . ‘The
Heutenant left Hawall with the unit

1 was wounded
second tme near Cassinog,

Briefly sketching the
iha;{mr.h Hlttﬂiﬂn.r'l:']hlﬂ'l is made
up Amerieans of Japanese an-
cestry, Lisut. Matsunaga Iained
that the battallon was ﬁ.%ﬁ.n- (1
Elm:mtr.r unit from Iis own

alee.

*Twice we had an opportunity to
keep out of active combat™ the
Ueptenant declared.

ETL.
“Theti we went across top Afriea
and there we were told we could
remaln and do guard duty If we
Eﬂired. Ig.:-in we ¢hose & chance
How the battalion went to Italy,
spearheaded attacks of the 3dth
Infantry Division and received two
unit ecitations, Lisut. Matsunaga
passed over briefly, hurrving to
explain the mental attitode moti=
va the men with whom he
rather than thelr explolis

in ecombat.
d'-l:ll'l'l.r.erﬁ of nmﬂmu have ask-
ed me'" he oon « "why this
hnlhtnuﬁhj?tt;lm ready to do
any ting without an =
gard for themselves. v e

“There are two reasons, First we
are moved by

for

and love

gther soldier has. But beyond this
there 15 another force. We know we
love Armerica and the opportunities
country has glven us  but we
know that we, more than other
Americans, must prove to our fellow
Americans that we have the same
love of country, the same ideals
and the same loyalty that every-
one else living under the American

brought nn-
otther thought to the leutenant's
mind. He explained::;

“People have told me that men
under the stress of batile forget all
M ol B g M
Iﬂ self preservation the only
thought in thelr minds. I know that
i3 not true. All too often I have
seen men die In battle and almeost
invariably they expressed in their
own words the sentiment:

| a3 a result of my s
my wife, my children, my f L'
will have a beiter life—that the

who remain will have a bet-
world In which to live.”

One of the five enlisted men af
tha battallon who returned with the
UHeutenant was displaying & prayer

book. He showed how a plece of

sharpnel had gone through the

pages, cutting each one untll 1t

came to the center of the book jusi

at the ﬂmrhhhﬂlﬂitﬂ&
avorite prayer. Here

i . This fm‘::m the lieuten-
mm:ﬁit. to religlon.

“wWhen battallorn went  inbo
the service,” he recalled, =1 belleve
few of the men had any religion.
- “fum htl:lh?gt. nnm:l—iﬂﬁn
hava F,
ed us mu‘u;; men began to take
an interes religlan.

“After m:]a;‘mw this chaplaln go
right into fighting front with
them to ald the wounded and give
comfort to the dying, they became
interested in the Christian religion
g by him, They ques-
tioned him about it. He gave them
prayer which many of them
carry with them, and many attend-
ed his “Hk? ';,'lhul'l.-ﬂ'ﬂ' thére was
ALl ﬂmhm -

It was at Port Pazzilll, near Cas-
gino, that Lieut. Matsunags was
wounded both times. There wWis
pothing spectacular about elther of
them. It was just everyday Infantry

“]-I leading his weapons come-
B WS
BCrOss mountalnous coun



